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Introduction
High frequency deep brain stimulation
(DBS) of the globus pallidus (GPi) or
subthalamic nucleus (STN) has been
shown to be clinically effective in
relieving symptoms associated with
Parkinson’s Disease (PD). [6] Precision
in location of electrodes within the
target region is correlated with
improved motor enhancement. [4][9]
Calculation of the volume of tissue
activated (VTA) of a DBS contact can
be used to visualize the probable
effect of stimulation. [3] Diffusion
tensor imaging (DTI) may provide 3D
visualization of neuronal pathways.
[1] Here, we examine the correlation
between proximity of VTA to the area
of highest track density (TD) of DTIderived tracts, with the percent
improvement in postoperative UPDRS
score.
Methods
Five patients (4 GPI DBS, 1 STN DBS)
with PD were included in this study.
All subjects underwent preoperative
MRI examinations and DTI images
were acquired. Track density maps
were generated from probabilistic
tractography using FSL. Postoperative
images were registered to DTI space
and DBS-Electrodes were
reconstructed using Lead-DBS
software (http://www.lead-dbs.org).
[4] VTA was calculated using the
Maedler 2012 FE model. [6] Euclidean
distance, VTA volume, and dice
coefficient were calculated.

Registration of postoperative images to
DTI space, probabilistic tractography, and
electrode reconstruction (A). Correlation of
electrode and VTA distance for patients
with GPi-DBS (B)
Results
Three out of four patients with GPi
DBS responded well to treatment with
one patient having 0% improvement.
The patient with STN stimulation had
10% improvement. Overall, GPi-DBS
patients had more favorable outcomes
and smaller Euclidean distances from
the area of highest track density in
either the left or right hemisphere for
both the stimulated contact position
and VTA distance. Additionally, more
favorable outcomes showed a greater
amount of overlap between the VTA
and TD map as calculated by the dice
coefficient.
Conclusions
Our study suggests that both
proximity of VTA to center of TD and
degree of overlap is correlated with
successful patient outcome. Further
study including a larger patient cohort
is planned to strengthen correlation.

Electrode coordinates and distance of
active contacts from highest TD area. VTA
dimensions with volume overlapping the
track density map.
Learning Objectives
1.Appreciate the significance of
accurately revealing white matter
architecture, hyperdirect, and direct
pathways using probabilistic
tractography for pre-surgical planning
2.Analyze the correlation of proximity
of VTA to the area of highest track
density
3.Investigate the improvement of
precision for the location of electrodes
within a target region for DBS surgery
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