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The Guidelines for the Management of
Severe Traumatic Brain Injury was updated
from its previous publication in 2007.
Concurrently, we initiated a transition from
the model of performing intermittent
updates of the entire Guidelines, to a
model of performing real-time literature
searches and continual updates of specific
topics as new evidence becomes available
– the Living Guidelines model.

Topics for investigation were categorized as
Treatments, Monitoring, and Thresholds.
Eleven treatment topics, three monitoring
topics, and four thresholds topics were
specified for investigation.  MEDLINE was
searched from 2006 through November
2013.  Relevant studies referred to us that
were published after November 2013 were
also reviewed.  Two members of the
methods team independently evaluated
each study for potential for bias.  Studies
rated Class 1, 2, or 3 were used to derive
treatment recommendations.

Included in this edition are 191publications
– 5 Class 1, 48 Class 2, 135 Class 3
studies, and 3 meta-analyses.  During the
seven years between the 3rd and 4th
Editions of this work, 95 new studies were
added to the library of evidence.  One Level
I, eight Level IIA, nine Level IIB, and
eleven Level III recommendations were
made.


