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Introduction
"Weekend effect" is an increased 30-day
morbidity and mortality risk among pediatric
and adult patients who are admitted on the
weekends.

Learning Objectives
1. To understand the effect of operating during
after-hours or during weekends on patients'
outcomes.

2. To identify complication rates between cases
performed during regular hours versus after
hours.

Methods
Analyzed 710 urgent (within 30 minutes) or
emergent (within 12 hours) neurosurgical
procedures between December 1, 2011 and
August 20, 2014 at Texas Children’s Hospital in
children < 18 years old.
Split into regular-hours and after-hours groups.
Cross-referenced these procedures with our
morbidity and mortality database to examine
the impact of the day and time on complication
incidence.

Conclusions
Weekday after-hours and weekend emergent
pediatric neurosurgical procedures are
associated with significantly increased 30-day
morbidity and mortality risk compared to
procedures performed during weekday regular
hours.
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