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2009 Joint Meeting of the Society for Neuro-Oncology and the AANS/CNS Section on Tumors

This year, the Society for Neuro-Oncology(SNO) and the AANS/CNS Section on Tumors are joining scientific research efforts to present the latest devel-
opments in neuro-oncology and tumor surgery at the 2009 Joint Meeting of the Society for Neuro-Oncology and the AANS/CNS Section on Tumors,
October 22-24, 2009 in New Orleans, Louisiana. A very comprehensive review of cutting-edge laboratory and clinical research in the field of neuro-oncol-
ogy and tumors will be part of this program and topics ranging from Neurosurgical Oncological Endoscopy to stem cells will be discussed. We look forward

to seeing you at this important meeting!

geographical distributions show that people of
Hispanic origin are more likely to reside in states
close to our southern border, like California and
Texas. In 2006, almost half of Hispanic-
Americans lived in just these two states (Table
1). However, when looking at the change in dis-
tribution since 1980, there is a clear shift to
other parts of the country, with Arkansas, North
and South Carolina in the top five states with the
highest Hispanic growth rate (Table 2 and
Figure 2).

This growing ethnic group differs from other
ethnicities in several demographics, mainly as a
whole, it is a much younger ethnic group (Figure
3A). On average the male Hispanic is eight years
younger than the total male population and the
difference is even greater for females, an aver-
age of 10 years exists between women of
Hispanic and non-Hispanic origin. What influ-
ence will this younger population have on our
neurosurgical sub-specialty needs? Compared
to the total population, Hispanics (>25 years)
are less well-educated. Will this impact risk tak-
ing behavior and increase trauma rates? Also,
within the employed, full-time, yearround work-
ers of 16 and older, they earn less than the aver-
age American (Figure 3B). How will health insur-
ance coverage be handled to give this ethnic
group equal access to the highest levels of neu-
rosurgical care?

As one of the highest level health care
providers, neurosurgeons are made increasingly
aware of the cultural and language differences
between the major segments of our population.
Coupled with the fact that many of the condi-
tions we consult on and treat are serious, under-
standing expectations and communicating
effectively is an important part of the health
care we provide. As a group we have many out-
standing US based neurosurgeons of Hispanic
origin so what better time for us to explore some
of the cultural and treatment issues as they
relate to brain tumors with our colleagues in
Central and South America.
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Figure 1A: Hispanic Population in the
United States: 1970 to 2050
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Figure 2

Figure 3A: Median Age by Sex: 2006
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Figure 3B: Median Earnings by
Sex in the Past 12 Months: 2006

(For employed, full-time, year-round workers 16 and older.
In 2006 inflation-adjusted dollars)
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SPECIAL REPORT

IN MEMORIAM

DR. SETTI S.
RENGACHARY

Praveen V. Mummaneni, MD
Raj K. Narayan, MD

Ashwini D. Sharan, MD
Shekar N. Kurpad, MD, PhD

Jogi V. Pattisapu, MD, FAAP, FACS

tis with deep sadness that we acknowledge

the recent passing of our esteemed col-

league, Dr. Setti S. Rengachary. Dr.
Rengachary was born in India on October 4,
1937. He attended medical school at the
Madurai College of Medicine. Subsequently, he
completed a surgical internship at the State
University of New York in Syracuse and went on
to complete a pre-residency fellowship at
Harvard University and a residency in neuro-
surgery at the University of Kansas. In 1971 he
joined the faculty at KU as chief of neurosurgery
at the VA Medical Center in Kansas City. Dr.
Rengachary was board certified by the ABNS in
1973. He was a dedicated teacher and attained
the rank of full Professor. During his long career
he also served on the faculty of the University of
Missouri, the University of Minnesota and
Wayne State University. While at the University
of Minnesota, he was the editor (along with Dr.
Robert Wilkins) of several classic textbooks
including NEUROSURGERY, PRINCIPLES OF
NEUROSURGERY, and THE NEUROSURGICAL
OPERATIVE ATLAS. He finished his long aca-
demic career as Associate Chairman and

Photograph taken in August 2007 in Dr. Rengachary’s
office at Wayne State University, Detroit, MI. Pictured from
left to right: Dr. S.R.A. Paruchuri, Dr. Setti S. Rengachary,
Dr. Murali Guthikonda, and Dr. Praveen Mummaneni

Professor of Neurosurgery at Wayne State
University in Detroit, Michigan (see photo) and
retired in December 2007.

Dr. Rengachary was a colonel in the US Army
Reserve and served a tour at the 410"
Evacuation Hospital in Saudi Arabia during
Operation Desert Storm. He continued in the
tradition of neurosurgeons serving to treat the
wounded during wartime, one initiated by
Harvey Cushing during World War I. This bit of
neurosurgery history meant a great deal to Dr.
Rengachary as he loved the historical aspects
of neurology and neurosurgery. To further this
interest, he served as a chairman of the History
Section of the AANS. During the last year of his
life, Dr. Rengachary remained keenly interested
in academic pursuits and co-authored several
manuscripts on the historical aspects of neuro-
surgery in the Journal of Neurosurgery,
NEUROSURGERY?®, Neurosurgical Focus and
Surgical Neurology. He often said that neuro-
surgery - and its history - was his main hobby.

Dr. Rengachary encouraged many young
Indian neurosurgeons to pursue academic
careers. He was one of the first academic neu-
rosurgeons in the United States of Indian her-
itage, and he led by example. He was also one
of the early members of the American
Association of South Asian Neurosurgeons
(AASAN), and volunteered his time and energy
to sustain its educational efforts.

Dr. Rengachary passed away in December
2008 following a courageous fight with
metastatic adenocarcinoma. He is survived by
his wife, Dr. Dhana Rengachary, his daughter,
Usha, and his son, Dave. The AASAN honors his
memory. Many members of the AASAN have
volunteered their time and energy in the spirit
of Dr. Setti S. Rengachary in order to carry on
his vision to the next generation in training.

Reference:
1. Manjila S. OBITUARY: A Eulogy for Dr. Setti S. Rengachary,
1937-2008. Neurol India. 56 (4). Oct-Dec 2008.




ANNUAL NEUROSURGERY CHARITY
SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

Ricardo J. Komotar, MD

eurosurgeons from 20 of the nation’s

top medical institutions battled it out

on June 6, 2009 in Central Park at the
6" Annual Neurosurgery Charity Softball
Tournament (www.ColumbiaKidsNeuro.org).
The event was hosted by Columbia University
and benefited pediatric brain tumor research.
This year's competing teams included the
Departments of Neurosurgery from Columbia,
Barrow Neurological Institute, Emory, Harvard,
Duke, Yale, Alabama, Florida, Penn State,
Northwestern, Johns Hopkins, Cornell, NYU,
Dartmouth, Thomas Jefferson, University of
Pennsylvania, Albert Einstein and Mt. Sinai.
Columbia claimed their third overall champi-
onship by defeating Emory in the Finals.
Harvard and the University of Pennsylvania put
on strong showings to tie for third place.

The Annual Neurosurgery Charity Softball
Tournament has rapidly evolved into a national
competition. The first two championships were
claimed by Columbia University in 2004 and

2005, while The University of Pennsylvania
repeated their title runs in 2006 and 2007.
Harvard followed by winning in convincing fashion
during the 2008 tournament. The championship
trophy, named “The J. Lawrence Pool Memorial
Trophy” in honor of the former Columbia chair-
man, will be housed at The Neurologic Institute of
New York for the upcoming year.

For the sixth consecutive year, George M.
Steinbrenner, Ill and the New York Yankees have
sponsored the tournament, which has raised
nearly $200,000 to date. This year featured a
celebrity team led by captains Andy Samberg of
Saturday Night Live, Actors Jason Schwartzman
and Danny Masterson, as well as rock star Julian
Casablancas. Jeremy Schaap of ESPN threw out
the honorary first pitch. Supported by Mayor
Michael Bloomberg, this date has been declared
“Neurosurgery Charity Softball Tournament Day”
in the City of New York. The planning has already
begun for the games to continue next year in
June 2010 at the 7th Annual Neurosurgery
Charity Softball Tournament, with the potential
for an expanded field to include 24 teams from
across the country.

L ]

Annual Neurosurgery Charity Softball Tournament - 2009
Champions, Columbia University




INSIDE THE CNS

SELECTION

PROCESS FOR
NEUROSURGERY®

EDITOR-IN-
CHIEF

Anthony L. Asher, MD,
FACS

Past-President, Congress of
Neurological Surgeons
Chairman, CNS Committee
for Long-Range Planning
and Development of
NEUROSURGERY®

Dear Colleague:

he Congress of Neurological Surgeons
(CNS) recently concluded a comprehen-
sive evaluation and modernization of our
journal, NEUROSURGERY?®. This included
extensive reviews of our publication’s efforts, in
general, followed by an international search
process for the selection of the new editor of
the journal. The purpose of this article is to pro-
vide our membership with insights into that
unprecedented evaluation and selection
process.
NEUROSURGERY?® is recognized as one of
the most outstanding scientific and medical
journals in the world. The CNS has long been

committed to enhancing the journal and its
proud history of excellence. As part of that com-
mitment, and consistent with oversight of the
journal’s business and financial operations, dur-
ing 2007-2008 the CNS Executive Committee
conducted a comprehensive review of the jour-
nal. This review involved independent consult-
ants, outside auditors and advisors to the CNS,
and months of extensive communications and
discussions with the former journal Editor, Dr.
Michael L.J. Apuzzo, and the journal’s staff.

In September 2008, following consideration
of those detailed reviews and discussions, the
CNS Executive Committee established the CNS
Committee for Long-Range Planning and
Development of NEUROSURGERY® (“LRP
Committee”). The Executive Committee direct-
ed the LRP Committee to: (i) prepare a detailed
mission statement for NEUROSURGERY?; (i)
prepare a contemporary description of the
duties and responsibilities for the Editor-in-Chief
and the editorial staff, including a recommen-
dation as to the length of the Editor’s term, and
(iii) develop and undertake a search process for
a new Editor-in-Chief of NEUROSURGERY®.

The initial members of the LRP Committee
were:

Dr. Anthony L. Asher (Chairman)

Dr. Daniel L. Barrow

Dr. Kim J. Burchiel

Dr. Ralph G. Dacey, Jr.

Dr. Nathan R. Selden

Dr. Ali R. Rezai
The committee was subsequently expanded to
include:

Dr. H. Hunt Batjer

Dr. Sean M. Grady

Dr. William T. Couldwell

Beginning in October 2008, the LRP
Committee met bi-weekly. Initial efforts were
aimed at researching and defining the parame-
ters for an international search process and
determining current standards of best practices
in the medical publishing industry. That process
also involved interactions with editorial consult-
ants, leaders in the neurosurgical community
along with editors and managing editors of
major surgical journals including our own jour-
nal. The LRP Committee then finalized a process
for conducting the search, and a process for
soliciting continued input throughout the
process from the international community.

On December 8, the CNS issued an official “call
for applications” for the new Editor-in-Chief of the
journal. That announcement included a detailed
job description and an online process for submit-
ting application materials. Concurrently, letters
announcing the position were sent to senior neuro-
surgical leaders, including Chairs of all AANS/CNS
Sections, principals of the ABNS, Senior Society,
CSNS and AANS, neurosurgical residency Program
Directors and Department Chairs, senior members
of the Editorial Board of NEUROSURGERY?®, and
leaders of all major international neurosurgical
organizations. Notices were also placed in
NEUROSURGERY?®, the Journal of Neurosurgery,
and the Congress Quarterly.

During the search process, the LRP
Committee received widespread participation
and input from the CNS members domestically,
as well as members from around the world.
Committee members personally communicated
with numerous individuals and received detailed
advice and recommendations, including from
Dr. Apuzzo, editors of other surgical specialty
journals, leaders in neurosurgery, and publish-
ing executives, regarding the search process




and the new Editor. The committee has also sep-
arately solicited and received advice from a sen-
ior advisory group of approximately forty distin-
guished individuals from the American and inter-
national neurosurgical community. Based on
recommendations from these senior advisory
group members, the LRP Committee encour-
aged and received applications from highly qual-
ified candidates who were suggested for the
position. In addition, the committee identified
new and emerging publication standards, goals,
and responsibilities for the future Editor and
journal staff, as well as criteria to be utilized as
part of the selection process for the new Editor.
This consultative process was expanded during
the application and final selection process,
thereby ensuring a process for the CNS and its
members that was not only thorough, but one
that was transparent. This transparency includ-
ed a detailed summary of the selection process
that was distributed electronically to our entire
membership on February 13, 2009.

The LRP Committee continued the applica-
tion process through the February 27, 2009
deadline. As of that date, eleven extraordinarily
well-qualified candidates had submitted applica-
tions for consideration. From February 27 until
March 29, the LRP Committee thoroughly
assessed and considered each application. This
process included analyses of each candidate’s
submitted data, including written and verbal
vision statements, letters of recommendation,
curriculum vitae and responses to detailed writ-
ten inquiries. Interactive webinar interview ses-

CNS Membership

The CNS Executive Committee approved a pro-
posed membership dues increase at its June
2009 Executive Committee meeting, which will
be presented for ratification at the Annual
Business Meeting in New Orleans, Louisiana dur-
ing the 2009 CNS Annual Meeting.

The CNS continues to emphasize fiscal
responsibility, value and service for the CNS mem-
bership. The proposed dues amount continues to
represent a superior cost efficiency compared
with other professional medical organizations. The
proposed annual membership dues amount will
increase to $575. The last dues increase by the
CNS was ratified in 2002. The CNS Executive

sions were conducted with each candidate.
Additionally, the committee received significant
input from senior neurosurgical leaders during
this period, each of whom shared their extensive
clinical, scientific and/or publishing experiences.
On March 31, the LRP Committee convened
to review and discuss the complete applications
of the candidates. Following that review, the
committee members voted to select candidates
for a second round of interviews. On the basis
of that vote, three candidates were selected for
a final round of evaluations. From April 8-27,
additional materials were requested of the
three finalists, including detailed conflict of
interest statements. The LRP Committee contin-
ued to solicit input from senior neurosurgical
leaders during this period. On April 22, the com-
mittee conducted a teleconference with Dr.
John A. Jane, Editor-in-Chief of The Journal of
Neurosurgery, Dr. Apuzzo, Editor-in-Chief of
NEUROSURGERY® and Ms. Carol Pippin,
Vice-President Journal Publishing, Wolters
Kluwer Health Medical Research, LWW, regard-
ing the editor selection process and criteria, as
well as trends in modern medical publishing,.
Throughout the selection process, the LRP
Committee provided regular updates to the CNS
Officers and Executive Committee regarding the
LRP Committee’s activities. On May 1, the
Executive Committee received a comprehensive
report on the selection process. Following that
presentation, the Executive Committee author-
ized and directed the LRP Committee to make a
final selection of the new Editor. On May 2, per-

Committee voted for this increase in membership

dues in an effort to maintain fiscal responsibility in

light of rising expenses relative to:

* Joint programs such as the Washington
Committee and its subcommittees:
* The Quality Improvement Workgroup.
e The Joint Guidelines Committee.

¢ SANS support for the American Board of
Neurological Surgery.

* Support for the Joint Sections.

* CNS Headquarters costs to maintain mem-
bership growth and benefits.

The CNS Member benefits include:
e Complimentary subscriptions to
NEUROSURGERY?®, Clinical Neurosurgery

sonal interviews were conducted with each of the
three finalists in San Diego. Participants included
the nine members of the LRP Committee, along
with invited advisors, including Drs. William
Friedman, Vince Traynelis, Gerald E. Rodts Jr.,
and the CNS Legal Counsel, Mr. Greg Willard. On
May 3, the LRP Committee conducted a confi-
dential vote. The results of that electronic vote
were communicated on May 4 to the LRP
Committee chair, the LRP Committee and the
CNS President, Dr. P. David Adelson.

On May 5, the CNS proudly announced to its
membership the selection of Dr. Nelson
Oyesiku as the new Editor-in-Chief of
NEUROSURGERY?®, effective July 1, 2009.

During May and June, the LRP Committee
facilitated the transition process, and worked to
better define the responsibilities and duties of
the new editor, along with refining the mission
statement of our journal.

The CNS would like to thank each of the can-
didates who submitted applications for the
position of Editor-in-Chief, and the hundreds of
individuals who assisted the CNS in this eight
month process for their unwavering assistance
and support. We are extremely proud of Dr.
Oyesiku’s selection and look forward to his
future contributions to the success of
NEUROSURGERY®.

Sincerely,

and Congress Quarterly, available in print
and online.

Reduced registration fees at the CNS Annual
Meeting.

Representation and access to all joint pro-
grams, including the Washington Committee
and subspecialty sections.

Eligibility for a variety of funded educational
fellowships and grants.

Complimentary access to the CNS University
of Neurosurgery.

Complimentary access to SANS Lifelong
Learning, as part of MOC.

Complimentary access to the CNS University
Image Library and much more.




A BIOGRAPHY
OF NELSON M.
OYESIKU,
EDITOR-IN-

CHIEF OF
NEUROSURGERY®

James S. Harrop, MD,
FACS

he Congress Quarterly would like to con-

gratulate Nelson M. Oyesiku, MD, PhD,

as the recently appointed Editor-in-Chief
to NEUROSURGERY?®, the official journal of
the Congress of Neurological Surgeons. Dr.
Oyesiku is an exceptionally rare individual who
has been able to master the clinical practice of
neurosurgery and also serve as a leader in the
scientific community. His unique experiences
and perspectives will serve him well in this
future endeavor.

Dr. Oyesiku was born in Nigeria, received his
undergraduate training at St. Gregory’s College,
and subsequently received a Doctorate of
Medicine from the University of Ibadan. He
received additional training at the University of
London as a Commonwealth Scholar, where he
obtained a Masters of Science degree. He went
on to get his neurosurgical training at Emory
University in Atlanta, where he also completed a
PhD in the Neuroscience graduate program. His
Doctorate was on the role of neurotrophic fac-
tors in neural survival and regeneration. Upon
the completion of neurosurgery residency, he
was retained as a facility member in the
Department of Neurosurgery. Currently he is a
Professor of Neurologic Surgery, Vice Chairman
and Director of the Neurosurgical Residency
Program, Al Lerner Chair in Neurosurgery, and
Director of the Laboratory of Molecular
Neurosurgery and Biotechnology. His clinical
and research focus is dedicated to pituitary
tumors, and he has been prolific in this field
receiving numerous academic awards and
grants. Specifically, he has received an NIH
CIDA award and Medical Facility Development
award from the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation. He received an NIH (KO8) CIDA and
RO1 award for molecular imaging and targeting

Nelson M. Oyesiku, MD, PhD, FACS
Editor, NEUROSURGERY®

of pituitary tumors.

In addition to his successful scientific labo-
ratory and clinical practice, he has been quite
active in the academic neurosurgical arena. He
is a recent Past President of the CNS, and
served on the Executive Committee of the CNS
and AANS/CNS Section on Neurotrauma and
Critical Care, as well as the AANS/CNS Section
on Tumors. He has also served on the CNS
Scientific Program Committee and was chair for
the 2002 CNS Annual Meeting. Dr. Oyesiku has
also been a member of the CNS Publications
Committee and served on the Editorial Board of
NEUROSURGERY®.
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rowth of the Congress of Neurological

Surgeons (CNS) membership remains

robust and total membership is at an
all-time high of 6,703 members. With the
recent addition of the Medical Student mem-
bership, the CNS now has 11 categories of
membership. They include Active (3108 mem-
bers), Active International (500 members),
International Vista (395 members), Senior (961
members), Resident (1004 members), Affiliate
(71 members), Associate (28 members),
Inactive (452 members), Transitional (165
members), Honorary (12 members) and
Medical Student (seven members). Because of
increases in each of these categories, total
membership has grown 28% in the last five
years (Figure 1).

Based a focused effort by the CNS to devel-
op ties to our international neurosurgical col-
leagues, total international membership (Active
International and International Vista) has seen
dramatic growth in the last two and half years.
After the initiation of the International Vista
membership category in January 2007, the CNS
experienced a 42% increase in total internation-
al membership (currently at 895). We will con-
tinue to enhance international membership
growth and collaboration by providing member-
ship options via the existing categories, as well
as increased integration of our international col-
leagues at the CNS Annual Meeting and a glob-
al recruitment effort.

To build on its commitment to educate and
support future neurosurgeons, the CNS intro-
duced the Medical Student membership cate-
gory this spring. By including medical students,
the CNS hopes to provide the critical informa-
tion necessary for them to choose a career in
neurosurgery, as well as access to important

neurosurgical educational resources. Benefits
of the CNS Medical Student membership
include an internet subscription to all of our
publications (including NEUROSURGERY?®),
discounts on SANS Lifelong Learning online
assessment tools, access to the CNS University
of Neurosurgery and reduced registration fees
at the CNS Annual Meeting.

Because allied healthcare professionals
(nurse, nurse practitioners, physician assis-
tants) are a critical component of all neurosurgi-
cal practices and to provide an educational/pro-
fessional resource for this group of medical pro-
fessionals, the CNS has initiated an effort to fur-
ther integrate and recruit Affiliate members into
the organization. Specifically, we will increase
educational offerings directed to allied health-
care professionals at our Annual Meetings, pro-
vide opportunities for further integration into the
CNS and initiate recruiting efforts. Additional
benefits of Affiliate membership include
reduced subscription rates to all the CNS publi-
cations (including NEUROSURGERY?®), dis-
counts on SANS Lifelong Learning online self-
assessment tools, access to the CNS University
of Neurosurgery and reduced registration fees
at the CNS Annual Meeting.

The CNS remains dedicated to the educa-
tion and career development of all its members.
Based on our founding principles of volun-
teerism, development of neurosurgical leader-
ship and public service, we are excited about
the continued expansion of membership.
Membership information and/or membership
applications and be found online at
http://www.cns.org/membership/. Please feel
free to contact us with questions or comments
by email at info@1cns.org or by phone at 1-877-
517-1267.

Figure 2: Congress of Neurological Surgeons Membership 2009
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IT AND WEB
COMMITTEES

REPORT

Ganesh Rao, MD
Chair, IT Committee

Ashwini D. Sharan, MD
IT Advisor

Michael P. Steinmetz, MD
Web Editor

Figure 1

NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS

e Information and Technology Committee
and Web Editor have been busier than ever
planning new projects and developing

enhancements to the existing CNS products. The
most relevant of these to the CNS members is the
redesign of the CNS web site (www.cns.org). The
new look is a reflection of our global outreach and
commitment to our national and international
members (see Figure 1). You will find the site very
organized and succinct. Additionally, the site is
searchable with the Google Tool Search bar, so
navigation has become even easier.

As a NEW feature, a member login area now
provides a snapshot view of important items
including a member profile, a link to
NEUROSURGERY?®, CME, Accounting,
Favorites, Searches on the site, Calendar, Online
Products and the Faculty Services Center (see
below). These features can be seen on the right-
hand side of the new home page (see Figure 2).

Working with the Education Committee, the
IT Committee is developing the infrastructure to
support the ever-growing CNS University of
Neurosurgery (http://univ.cns.org) (see Figure
3). We are developing a comprehensive taxo-
nomic database to allow for easier searching
through all the educational products. The image
database, a popular educational tool, is being
redesigned to maximize ease of use and
searchability. IT also supports the increasingly
popular CNS webinars. Many more are planned
for the upcoming year. The NeuroWiki

(http://wiki.cns.org) remains as popular as ever
with tens of thousands of hits. Enhancements
to the NeuroWiki, including an easier method to
enter references, are coming soon.

For our members who serve as faculty at our
Annual Meetings and those selected to give pre-
sentations, we are overhauling the Faculty

Figure 2
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Services Center. Members will be able to see all
of their scheduled obligations in one place - the
member login area on the new web site. This sin-
gle location will offer more convenience and
information than the previous iteration which
required navigation to multiple log in sites. The
Faculty Services Center will also incorporate and
centralize disclosures and conflict of interest
forms. Committee members will also be able to
see the locations and times of their meetings.

Of course, most of the effort of the IT
Committee is behind the scenes. This includes
upgrading hardware and software to match the
demands of everchanging technologies, devel-
oping applications for handheld devices and sup-
porting important CNS endeavors such as the
Annual Meeting and SANS Lifelong Learning.

The CNS remains committed to providing its
members with the most valuable educational
experience. We have been at the forefront of
neurosurgical education, with products such as
SANS, specialty-driven webinars and the
University of Neurosurgery leading the way.
Maintaining a robust and adaptable IT infra-
structure is critical for our continued success
and we are honored to work for the member-
ship in this capacity.




EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
REPORT

Jamie S. Ullman, MD
Vice Chair Education
Committee and Head,

Nathan R. Selden, MD,

Chair, Education

OBSERVANTIA

Education and Innovation

“THE CONGRESS OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS
EXISTS TO ENHANCE HEALTH AND IMPROVE LIVES
WORLDWIDE THROUGH THE ADVANCEMENT OF
EDUCATION AND SCIENTIFIC EXCHANGE.”

t the core of the CNS mission rests the

Education Committee. The CNS is com-

mitted to novel and creative production
of educational content and science. The
Education Committee is dedicated to engineer-
ing and providing methods for live and online
learning to expand the knowledge of our mem-
bers at all career stages—from student to estab-
lished practitioner.

Under the leadership of past Chairs Daniel
K. Resnick and Saleem |. Abdulrauf, the CNS
has developed new ways to enhance education.
The CNS University of Neurosurgery was devel-
oped to provide a means to obtain CME credit
and act as a resource for residents and practic-
ing neurosurgeons alike. The 3-D Surgical
Anatomy Course for Senior Residents is in its
fourth successful year, providing a unique
opportunity for chief residents to learn impor-
tant operative anatomy from renowned experts
led by Albert L. Rhoton, Jr., MD.

In January, Nathan R. Selden assumed the
position of Education Chair as the committee
underwent a transformation to incorporate and
oversee the diverse CNS educational projects.
As a result, the new Education Committee is

comprised of three subcommittees: Programs,
Education Science and Regulatory Affairs.
Currently, the Education Committee empha-
sizes both established and recently developed
programs that allow for self-study from the con-
venience of the office or home. Such programs
include the popular NeuroWiki, SANS (the Self
Assessment in Neurological Surgery) Lifelong
Learning and the CNS University of
Neurosurgery. Here, the CNS Education
Committee works closely with the Information

> THE EDUCATION
COMMITTEE EMPHA-
SIZES... PROGRAMS
THAT ALLOW FOR
SELF-STUDY FROM
THE CONVENIENCE
OF THE OFFICE OR
HOME. <




and Technology Committee, chaired by Ganesh
Rao, to create the most accessible and user-
friendly programs available.

The Education Committee is dedicated to
enhancing and improving online education. As
the CNS restructures its web site, the
Committee is restructuring the core of the CNS
online activity. At its center will be a curriculum-
based structure guiding development of area-
specific education for individual learners. For
example, SANS provides evidence-based ques-
tions on a wide spectrum of neurosurgical top-
ics, allowing users to assess their current
knowledge and expand upon specific areas in
need of improvement. SANS is currently devel-
oping additional subspecialty modules, includ-
ing Spine and Neurotrauma-Critical Care. An
international version is being planned as well.
SANS also remains an integral part of the
ABNS’ Maintenance of Certification (MOC)
process, and is provided, complimentary, to all
MOC participants.

The CNS University of Neurosurgery is also
undergoing an extensive restructuring slated to
debut this fall. The site has offered course con-
tent for CME in clinical and non-clinical areas,
an extensive image database, video lectures
from Annual Meetings and resources for resi-
dents, such as fellowship listings, a resident
curriculum, PDA resources and research fund-
ing opportunities. The new University will pro-
vide many of the same educational opportuni-
ties. However, these opportunities will be sub-
specialty-based, thereby allowing members to
access content specific to personal CME and
educational needs. More than 50 new courses
will be added to the site. In addition, a live webi-
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nar series was successfully launched in
January 2009, allowing members to interact
with neurosurgical leaders and educators from
the convenience of their home or office com-
puters. Covering topics from spinal trauma to
management of AVMs to understanding
Medicare, the series has garnered significant
member interest. The webinar series will contin-
ue with involvement of all subspecialties and
covering a broad variety of current topics. In
addition, a special series on brain and spinal
tumors will be offered as well as the debut of
the Integrated Medical Learning® process in
webinar format. There is no limit as to the num-
ber of participants and all those interested can
register at www.cns.org.

The Education Science and Strategic
Planning Subcommittee, chaired by Immediate
Past President Anthony L. Asher, serves to con-
tinually monitor the field of education science
and apply these principles to optimizing continu-
ing medical education for the purpose of improv-
ing neurosurgical practice. Based upon exten-
sive research, the CNS has developed various
learner- centered programs. Integrated Medical
Learning® (IML) and Consensus Sessions
involve the learner in defining topics, collecting
novel information about practice or policy, and
integrating this information into new knowledge.
The outcomes of past IML and Consensus
Sessions are currently being highlighted in the
peer-reviewed literature. A recent publication in
the Journal of Neuro-oncology evaluated the
results of an IML program on the treatment of
cerebral metastases and other publications in
preparation and in press evaluate further IML
topics and the overall process of IML itself. In a

similar vein, the CNS Consensus Sessions were
developed at recent Annual Meetings to garner
input from practicing neurosurgeons on impor-
tant socioeconomic issues pertinent to our field.
The result of the initial session on the aging neu-
rosurgeon and retirement is in press in
NEUROSURGERY® and four new compelling
and topical sessions are planned for the 2009
Annual Meeting in New Orleans.

The Regulatory Affairs Subcommittee, co-
chaired by Alan M. Scarrow and Michael P.
Steinmetz, endeavors to maintain the highest
standards of oversight and quality in the educa-
tional endeavors of the CNS. The Subcommittee
is also anxious to make compliance easier for
members and faculty of the CNS, incorporating
a new, updatable conflict of interest disclosure
form into the Member pages of the CNS web
site. The Subcommittee is also looking for new
ways that the CNS can help its members comply
with the regulatory requirements for specialty
CME in their home states and at their home
institutions.

Through its commitment to education for all
neurosurgeons, the CNS Education Committee
has entered an exciting new phase. Anyone
interested in joining the Education Committee
is welcome to contact us at info@1cns.org.
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IMAGES IN NEUROSURGERY

The patient is a 39 year old male who developed hydrocephalus after E.Coli meningitis at seven weeks. The
patient had developed medically intractable epilepsy and presented for a dominant temporal lobectomy after
being diagnosed with mesial temporal sclerosis. The picture above represents the intra-operative view of a pha-
langed catheter in the temporal horn indenting on the hippocampus. The catheter was placed from a posterior
approach and the distal end was removed at the time of the temporal lobectomy. The patient has been seizure
free since the operation.
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Beyond technology there’s possibility
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Over 40 years ago Professor Lars Leksell invented
Gamma Knife® surgery, a revolutionary, non-invasive
way to perform brain surgery that created new
treatment possibilities for patients with inoperable
brain cancer. Today, Leksell Gamma Knife® Perfexion™

is the cornerstone of a complete line of stereotactic
treatment and radiosurgery solutions that is still
creating new possibilities for the most challenging
cases of the brain, head & neck, and body.

Human care makes the future possible

Elekta Axesse™ Leksell Gamma Knife® Perfexion™ Extend™ program

ELEKTA

NEUROSCIENCE

www.elekta.com

Extend™requires 510(k) review and is not yet commercially available in the U.S.





