
 

A Brief History of 
The Early Years of the Congress 

of Neurological Surgeons 



The CNS Seal  

(Officially Adopted November 1954) 



• The Congress of Neurological 

Surgeons was founded in May 

1951 by 22 neurosurgeons,  

mostly mid-westerners, 

outside the world of 

established elitist “societies” 

 

• The Founders had met and 

“conspired” on the fringes of 

the Inter-Urban Meeting in 

Chicago in recent years, and 

decided to act on February 24, 

1951 

The Call for a Founding Meeting  

February-April 1951 



22 Founding Members, 

11 would later become presidents of the 

new organization 

 

The name CNS was chosen with care. The 

word “American” was dropped, to 

symbolize international outreach. The 

initials would also reflect the central 

nervous system! 

The Founding Meeting 
Jefferson Hotel, Saint Louis, Missouri 

May 11, 1951 



Follow-up to The Founding Meeting  
Principles to Guide the new Organization 



Elmer C. Schultz, First CNS President 

Nine Guest Speakers, No Honored Guest 

• “Honorary Guests,” Professors Semmes and Gotten were invited, but did 

not actually attend this first CNS meeting 

 

• Legal advisor Mr. Dunlap Cannon, Jr. prepared the Charter of the new 

organization, incorporated in the State of Tennessee on November 15, 1951 

The First Annual Meeting of the CNS 
Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee 

November 15-17, 1951 



The 1st CNS Annual Meeting included 63 neurosurgeons, 

33 guests and 30 spouses (126 registrants) 

• The CNS held its first Scientific 

Meeting November15-17, 1951 in 

Memphis, Tennessee. 

 

• It was a small affair, each of the 22 

Founders committing to bring one 

or two partners or colleagues while 

a few also brought their spouses. 

The First Annual Meeting of the CNS 
Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee 

November 15-17, 1951 



• Hendrik Svien, age 41, from the 

Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 

Minnesota was chosen as the 2nd 

CNS President 

 

• The “Second Annual Convention” 

would need a great venue, a stellar 

program, substantial attendance or 

the CNS could not survive as an 

organization 

Hendrik Julius Svien 

Elected Second CNS President 



• The 22 Founders of the CNS had met 

before at the Inter-Urban Meeting 

and they knew Chicago well. 

 

• They selected the Palmer House, one 

of the most magnificent  hotels in the 

city. The venue would be a great 

destination. 

The Second Annual CNS Meeting 
November 6-8, 1952 

The Palmer House, Chicago 



• The Membership Committee went on 

a recruitment spree.  Each attendee 

at the first meeting in 1951 was 

contacted and asked to recruit 

another partner or colleague. 

 

• Lists were drawn of young 

neurosurgeons in every city and a few 

foreign colleagues. 

Recruitment of Attendees 



• The founding pledge “To honor living 

leaders in the field of neurological 

surgery”, was finally fulfilled in 1952 

 

• Herbert Olivercrona, from Sweden, a 

towering figure was chosen 

 

• Many of the early CNS Honored Guests 

were foreign leaders, uncommitted to 

other established American neurosurgical 

societies 

The First Honored Guest: 

Herbert Olivercrona 
Second CNS Meeting, Chicago 1952  



• Total of 316 registrants (a record 

not surpassed until the 6th CNS 

Annual Meeting, also in 

Chicago!) 

 

• These included 116 declared 

members, 101 guests, 28 

residents and 71 spouses 

 

• The attendance of 28 residents 

was a major coup – establishing 

the CNS as a leader in 

Neurosurgical Education 

Emerging Prominence 

The 1952 CNS Meeting in Chicago 



• Traditional neurosurgical 

meetings were “smoke 

filled”  affairs purposely 

excluding women 

 

• The CNS would be different, 

with the venue and evening 

events designed to welcome 

accompanying spouses 

 

• The attendance  of spouses 

forever altered the culture of 

neurosurgical meetings 

Emerging Prominence 

The 1952 CNS Meeting in Chicago 
The Attendance of Spouses 



The Third CNS Annual Meeting 

November 12 – 14, 1953 

The Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana 

Establishing the CNS Meeting Tradition 



The first CNS Newsletter: 

Promoting the local venue, 

“New Orleans, the Paris of America” 

The Third CNS Annual Meeting 
November 12 – 14, 1953 

New Orleans, Louisiana 



Introducing the Post-meeting  

Travel Group 

to Havana, Cuba 

 

“For those who have a  

few additional days  

(plus a few dollars)” 

The Third CNS Annual Meeting 
November 12 – 14, 1953 

New Orleans, Louisiana 



Photo & Signatures 

of the Post-meeting 

Travel Group 

The Third CNS Annual Meeting 
November 12 – 14, 1953 

New Orleans, Louisiana 



Follow-up correspondence to the CNS 

members, with highlights of the Scientific 

Program: 

 

• “All-Star Revue” 

• “Top Brass”…if I know Army lingo!” 

The Third CNS Annual Meeting 
November 12 – 14, 1953 

New Orleans, Louisiana 



The Third CNS Annual Meeting 
November 12 – 14, 1953 

New Orleans, Louisiana 



Membership grows dramatically after 2 years!  

The CNS becomes the second largest neurosurgical organization in the world 

The Third CNS Annual Meeting 
November 12 – 14, 1953 

New Orleans, Louisiana 



• Congress Newsletter, February 1952 
(Roy Tyrer, first editor) 

•  Directory of Neurological Surgeons in 
the United States, 1957 (John R. 
Russell, Chairman of the CNS Survey 
Committee) 

• CNS Executive Committee authorizes 
the expenditure of funds for the lodging 
of residents attending the Annual 
Meeting (May 1958) 

• World Directory of Neurological 
Surgeons, 1967 (George Ablin, Editor) 

CNS Firsts! 



• Founding member in the World 

Federation of Neurosurgical 

Societies in 1955 

• The CNS commissioned the 

“International Gavel” and 

presented it to the WFNS at its first 

meeting in Brussels in 1957 

Other Notable CNS Firsts 

(International Stewardship) 



• Fee Survey  (Edward Bishop, CNS 

Socio-economic committee, 1966) 

• Neurosurgical Utilization Guidelines 

(Utilization Guidelines Committee, 

Walter Lockhart, Jr. 1969) 

• The CNS hosted the first meeting of 

Presidents of State Neurosurgical 

Societies, 1978  

 

Other Notable CNS Firsts 

(Socioeconomics) 



• 1977, the CNS publishes 

the peer reviewed journal 

NEUROSURGERY       

(Robert H. Wilkins as its 

first Editor) 

 

Promotion of Knowledge: 

A Pillar of Neurosurgical Education 



CNS Tribute to its Founders 



CNS History Archives! 
www.cns.org/about/history 

• Documents and photographs, logos, 
mementos from each CNS Annual 
Meeting, 1951 through the present 

• Photos of Past CNS Presidents and 
Honored Guests  

• Annual CNS Presidential Addresses 
in print or audio since 1969… 

• Walter Dandy Archives… 

• Special historical essays, exhibits, 
and more! 


